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KEEP OUTI: Senator Richard B. Russell of • bership of tho group. Ho contends tho Senate 
Georgia, chairman of the C.I.A. watchdog sub- Foreign Relations Committee, whicVi voted for .3 
committee, opposes a move to expand the mem- the change, is trying to muscle in. 

■How Many W?> 



By E. W. KEN WORTHY 

.special (0 The New York Tinges 

WASHINGTON. May 21— Once 
again, after a lapse of 10 years, 
the United States Senate is going 
tn have a chance to do something, 
if it so desires, about the vexed 
question of "legislative oversight” 
of the operations of the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

Two weeks ago, the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee approved, 14 to 
,5, a resolution to set up a nine- 
man Select Committee on Intelli- 
gence Operations, with the Armed 
‘Services, Appropriations and For- 
eign Relations Committees each 
.furnishing three members. The 
•resolution is now scheduled to 
reach the Senate floor next 
Wednesday. 

1 Ever since the C.I.A, was es- 
’ tablishcd by the National Security 
: Act of 1047, the director of the 
agency has reported in . tightest 
'secrecy to subcommittees of the 
Armed Services and Appropria- 
tions Committees of both houses. 
The House s-ubcommittccs meet 
■separately; those in the' Senate, 
because of duplicating member- 
ship, for convenience sake meet 
together. 

C.I.A. Influence 

The proposal for the enlarged 
watchdog committee was spon 
sored by Eugene J. McCarthy, 
Democrat of Afftpmts.d (fiioriF 


CL 


had the full support of J, VV. Ful- ‘ 
" bright of Arkansas, the committee , 
j chairman. . '' 

Supporters of an expanded com- 
imittec base their case on the as- 
sertion that the C.I.A., if it does 
'not make foreign policy, certain-'] 
' ! .y influences it, and therefore ! 
the Foreign Relations Committee '• 


the Armed Services Committee. : 

Second, he, asserted, enlarge- 
ment of the C.I.A. subcommittee 
would put its necessary secrecy 
in jeopardy and probably endan- 
ger the lives of. C.I.A, agents and 
their informants. He is proud to 
say, Mr. Russell went on, that; 
there has never been a "harmful 
leak” from • the subcommittee. 


should have a role in the legis- i Ea t " flom ' thc subcommittee, 
•lative oversight. .1 Bl ‘t h c had read articles based 


•lative oversight. 

Other reasons that, because of 
■ senatorial courtesy, cannot be pub- 
licly avowed, are that the present 
watchdog subcommittee of seven- 
members is neither very aggres-. 
sive nor inquisitive, that it is, 
satisfied to be told no more than 
the director of the agency volun- 
teers; that it is inclined to be 
content with military justifica- i 
tlons for an operation without con- 1 
sidering its possibly unfortunate : 
political consequences; and that 


on leaks from the Foreign Re* 
lations Committee, and a "seg- 
ment of the press" was now exert* 
ing pressure to expand the C,I.A» 
subcommittee in the hope of get- 
ting information now denied it. 

The first reason was widely re-! 
garded as the "real” reason for 
Mr. Russell's alarm, and the sec- 
ond as merely a "good” reason.' 
In fact, the Senator’s appeal to. 
security 1 aroused some smiles In 
tire press gallery and some ire 


the information it receives" about ; . fimoi1 S' some of his colleagues, 
an operation Is supplied after the 0n the onc hanc] - Mr< Russell 
event, too late for the exercise i se0lnCcI to bo suggesting, sinco 
of Congressional caution or advice, i rc P r csentat!vcs from the Foreign 
In an obvious effort toMnflucncc ' Relations Committee would be. 
the committee vote on the_djv.y be- ! ohoscn - according to custom, from; 
fore it was taken, senator Richard' tllG lfour ranking members, that 
B. Russell of Georgia, chairman of] democratic Senators Fulbright 
• b th the Armed Services Com- 1 and .John Sparkman of Alabama, 1 ' 
mittee and the C.I.A. watchdog! and Republican Senators Bourke 
•subcommittee,, bitterly assailed! B ’. Hickenlooper of Iowa , and ; 
the McCarthy resolution on two. 1 • Geol 'oC Aiken. of Vermont, could" 
■ , grounds. not be . trusted with secret lnfor-i 

i "muscle In" on the Jurisdiction of 1 ’ " ' ” ' ' 1 "' COR'tillUe.d, • 


